Holiday 2011

Inside:

* From MCS to
GSR: Carlene
Rusenberg
“chimes” in

Interview with
the director of
Goffstown High
School’s Choirs

“Shamrock
ON!” Judy
Blood’s
reflection of the
summer 2011
Ireland tour

Meet the
Community and
Educational
Outreach
Committee!

Board of Directors:

Nancy Danzinger

Nancy Rosen

Linda Turner

Amanda Simeone

Tom Bisett

Greta Frost

Greg Girard

Derrick Landano

Walter Noyalis

Helen Pervanas

Irena Wachs

SESIER I

Dan Perkins, Music Director
Krystal Morin, Assistant
Music Director

Charlie Blood, Accompanist

Mike Corey, Stage Manager

Jamie Feinberg, Office

Administrator

The Whote Note

A newsletter for members and friends of the Manchester Choval
Society

2011 Wine Tasting and Auction

By Sasha Kuftinec and Nancy Rosen

Sasha: Manchester Choral Society’s annual Wine Tasting and Auction fundraiser,
held on October 14™, was a great success thanks to the generosity and support of
many local businesses and restaurants, as well as the efforts of many MCS singers
who organized it. Guests had the opportunity to sample wines from around the world
while feasting on delicious appetizers and desserts provided by The Coach Stop
Restaurant. Tasty chocolate treats were provided by Dancing Lion Chocolate. The
Manchester Community Music School’s Jazz Ensemble provided the musical
backdrop for a fun and festive evening. Successful fundraisers, like this one, allow
the choir to continue enriching the greater Manchester community with vibrant
performances and educational outreach opportunities.

Nancy: I was very pleased with the outcome of this year’s wine tasting. Because it
lacked that feeling of sheer terror and panic of last year’s event, I initially felt that it
was going to be a “ho-Hum” evening. I was delighted to be wrong. The venue was a
public place with an open concept, but I thought it lent itself nicely to both
components of the event. Yes, there is always room for improvement, but | felt that
many competent hands, nicely delegated by Nancy Danzinger at the helm, made the
voyage a smooth sailing one!




From MCS to GSR: Car |

By Carlene Rusenberg and Nancy Danzinger

Carlene Ruesenberdias been a member of the Manchester Choral Society's
alto section off and on since 2003. She is also a member of the Granite State
Ringers, who will be performing with MCS in their Christmas Tapestry
concerts in December. "I'm so excited to have this opportunity to marry the
two performance groups that | love—MCS and GSR," she said, "although it's
kind of hard to be in two places at the same time, so I'll be playing with GSR
this concert.” Carlene is one of the founding members of the Granite State
Ringers, which was organized in 2007 by Joan Fossum and Mary Divers to
give handbell musicians in the state an opportunity to perform challenging
repertoire and to promote the art of handbell ringing all over the state. "I'm
kind of a newbie to the art of handbell ringing, having only been at it since
2004," Carlene said. "Joan was the handbell director at South Congregational
Church in Concord at the time, and the music they played was unlike anything

I had heard on handbells before. It looked so fun and unique, | wanted to be a

part of it. I was hooked after that. When Joan announced she would be starting
a community choir, I jumped at the chance to be even more challenged. And |

love the way that everybody in the GSR have become such close friends—we

sometimes finish each other's thoughts."

Till, ringing singing,
on its way,

The world revolved
from night to day,
A voice, a chime, a
chant sublime,

Of peace on earth,
good will to men!
~Longfellow

"Challenges and camaraderie are the two things that keep me going,
musically,” she went on, "both GSR and MCS give that to me in spades! MCS
is such a great organization with wonderful people who are so fun to make
music with every week. And Dan keeps us challenged all the time with the
kinds of interesting programs he comes up with. I still say a highlight for me
has been the Blitzstein and Bernstein program we did in 2009. I'm looking
forward to my schedule settling down a bit next year so that | can come back
and sing."

Christmas Tapestry 2011

Join the Manchester Choral Society as they present Ring Out Wild Bells on Saturday,
December 10 (7:00pm) or Sunday, December 11 (3:00pm) at St. Joseph Cathedral.
Joined by the Goffstown High School Chorale Ensemble and Granite State Ringers,
MCS will present a Christmas Tapestry of holiday music arranged for choir and
handbells. As is our custom, MCS will invite the audience join in singing favorite
carols of the season.

Tickets are $15 senior/student and $20 for adults. New group rates are $12/person for
students/seniors and $15 per person for adults when purchased in a block of 10 tickets
or more and can be purchased in advance by calling Jamie Feinberg 472-6627.
Tickets are available from any MCS member, on-line at MCSNH.org., our Office
Administrator Jamie Feinberg 472-6627 and of course at the door.




Me et Josh Desrocher s,
chﬂral Ilil'e(:tol' By Danielle Loschiavo

Joshua Desrochers has been teaching music for twelve years. He is the
director of the Goffstown High School choral program, which will be the featured
high school choral ensembles with Manchester Choral Society for the annual
Christmas Tapestry concert. In addition to music, he is an avid reader and enjoys
camping, biking and hiking with his family: wife Jill, and their children Matthew,
Emily and Amy.

Josh got his start in music at an early age. He learned piano from his
grandfather at the age of six and began choir in middle school as a “great way to
meet girls”! He went on to study vocal performance, music education and choral
conducting at the University of Miami under Jo-Michael Schiebe, Donald
Oglesby and Carol Krueger. He recently earned his Master of Music in Music
Education from the University of Massachusetts Amherst. He is a baritone, but
sings tenor at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church in Goffstown. He also directs
their junior choir and folk ensemble.

Josh is originally from Goffstown, and has been teaching at Goffstown
High School for the last nine years. In addition to his choirs he assists with the
band and orchestra and teaches piano and music technology classes. He also
collaboratively directs the musical theatre program after school. The group
earned a “Best of NH” 2011 Editor’s Choice award from the New Hampshire
Magazine for their production of Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Phantom of the Opera.

One of his favorite musical experiences has been performing with the
University of Miami Chorale. While he was a member of the chorale, they
performed at 1997 ACDA National Convention and also with Michael Tillson
Thomas and the New World Symphony. He truly enjoys his job as a teacher and
he thrives on “moments when it’s clear that I have really turned a kid on to
music”.
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A view from the cottage

Drumcliffe Church

Shamsock ON!!! Judy Blood Reflects on Ireland

Pictures by Rita Lynn

Glittering rain soaked grass in far more than the proverbial “40 shades of green”; a
rainbow shimmered in the early mist; and cheers and calls of “Slainte!” and “Céad
Mile Failte!”. All this and more greeted the Manchester Choral Society's arrival at
Shannon Airport on June 29th. This was just the first day of the eleven-day tour, over
the course of which legends, lore, history, and spectacular scenery came alive through
the wit and wisdom of the Irish people. The common chord throughout the tour was, of
course, music; the common goal, to “discover Ireland through song and friendship.”

As we traveled the Emerald Isle, castles, cathedrals and country cottages were both
interpreted and experienced through the poignant stories of the people who worked,
lived, sang and danced throughout Ireland's turbulent history. Killarney, Connemara,
the Cliffs of Moher, Kylemore Abbey, County Clare each had a tale to tell, as did
Donegal, Dublin, Derry and the Drumcliffe churchyard. In the humble O'Hara
Homestead in Clifden we heard the Ballad of Dan O'Hara. This tragic tale tells of
O’Hara's eviction and ensuing emigration; his great loves and even greater losses that
ended only with his death from disease and starvation as he sold matches on the streets
of Chicago. I will never forget the view from Dan’s tidy cottage set between the rolling
hills and peat bogs, the plight of his people or the dream that is still remembered but
was never realized. That music ever lingers among the hills and in my soul.

Nor will I ever forget our trip to Derry, walking the medieval walls, transfixed by
personal stories of life during “The Troubles.” These stories were moving accounts not
only of death and destruction but also tributes of forgiveness, reconciliation, hope and
grace. (Recommendation: Read the autobiography, Can | Give Him My Eyes? by
Richard Moore, cousin of Carolyn, our Derry city tour guide).

I will always remember the collaborative concert we gave in Galway when we,
together with the Galway Gospel Choir, literally “raised the rafters” singing the
spiritual, Walk Together Children. In Donegal, MCS brought down the house with our
spirited singingof ¢ r - , 6 s ® d o irbliiste(kthink they grebtlly @ppretiated
our effort to sing in their language). In turn, the Donegal Abbey Singers’ rendition of
Chattanooga Choo Choo had a similar effect on us, not only making us feel most
welcome but also setting the stage for our combined singing of You Raise Me Up, solid
in its conviction. Other concerts in Killarney and Galway and “Drive-By Sings” such
as the one in Drumcliffe Church (the final resting place of poet W.B. Yeats), proved
that music is a mighty catalyst and an agent of change that forges connections and
friendships far beyond boundaries of race, religion, and geography, creating
community wherever we went.




Meet the Community and Educational Outreach Y\ ) I
Bommiltee By Jenny Rainville ?)

The MCS Community and Educational Outreach Committee exists to educate ?‘ ‘ ‘ ,
and inform the Greater Manchester Community about MCS, as well as [ ¢

establish and maintain community within the MCS organization.

Members include: Judy Blood, Nancy Danzinger (liaison), Christine Haswell,

Lauren Koczarski, Danielle Loschiavo, Rita Lynn, and Jenny Rainville.
Community news and stories of interest about MCS can be emailed to Jenny at
darthrainville@gmail.com.

1. As part of our educational and community outreach, 85 students from the
Goffstown High School Choruses have been invited to join us in our
Christmas Tapestry concerts. The Granite State Ringers will also be joining
us as part of our collaborative goal.

2. Registration at the open sing went very well in our new space at the MCMS.
Rough count on the open sing night was 55 returning members and 10 new
members.

3. Fund raising brainstorming continued as well as brainstorming for
Community and Educational outreach groups, especially high school, middle,
and elementary schools in our scholarship area.

4. The finalized copy of MCS Strategic Plan was presented by Mike Petrovick
and Sasha Kuftinec. Each committee will receive a copy of their portion of
the strategic plan and will be asked to create a plan to achieve the goals as
stated in the strategic plan.

5. Ticket prices were discussed and the Board voted to keep the ticket price as it
is currently: $15 student/seniors and $20 adults.

6. Both Cheryl Stocks and David Betz were recognized with a gift and card of
thanks form the Board for their most valued help on special projects.

Upcoming Events:
Christmas Tapestry. Friday 12/10 at 7; Saturday 12/11 at 3

Caroling at the Currier : Saturday 12/17 at 12-1:30
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